Special report 2006:
The formation of C.A.T.S.
In 1966 May Ammon, the Principal of the AcklandBurghley School approached Doug Daniels to
start an astronomy adult evening class at the school. After a year, due to the pressure of work, Doug
handed the class over to Terry Pearce, a longterm friend and a keen amateur telescope maker.
During the subsequent years, by popular demand of the students, the class evolved into not just an
astronomy class, but a telescope making class, where members were encouraged to grind, polish
and figure their own telescope mirrors and build their own instruments from scratch.
By introducing many people to the study of astronomy and telescope making, the class also became
a natural source for demonstrators and assistants at the Hampstead Observatory, many of the alumni
became members of the Hampstead Scientific Society.
The class continued to meet weekly throughout the intervening years, surviving the closure of the
original AcklandBurghley venue and finally moving to the Westminster Kingsway College. It was
at this institution that it was finally
closed down two years ago due to
‘economic cutbacks’.
The remaining members were not happy
with this decision and so the Camden
Amateur Telescope Society (C.A.T.S.)
was formed to carry on the good work
and application was made to affiliate it to
the Astronomy Section of the H.S.S.
C.A.T.S. now meets fortnightly at the
Highgate Newtown Community Centre
and it was at that location that past and
present members gathered on the evening
of October the 11th to honour their
mentor Terry Pearce, for 38 years
continuous service to the study of Picture 1: Simon Lang (left) and Doug Daniels (right)
astronomy and telescope making.
present Terry Pearce (centre) with a certificate and Trophy.
At the ceremony, Terry was made Photograph by Jim Brightwell.
Honorary Life President of C.A.T.S. and was presented with a certificate and a trophy, in the form
of a model telescope, designed and made by Simon Lang.
Doug Daniels (HSS Astro. Sec.)
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